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The industrial association "European Industrial Hemp Association (EIHA)"
presents the newest data on hemp cultivation, processing and applications
for fibres, shivs, seeds and flowers / From the year 2011 to 2015 the
cultivation area in the European Union

( PresseBox ) Hemp is a multi-purpose crop, delivering fibres, shivs, seeds and
pharmaceuticals. Currently the fibre is used for light weight papers, insulation material
and biocomposites. The shivs, the woody inner core of the stem, are used for animal
bedding and construction. Hemp seeds, small nuts with a high nutritional value, can be
consumed raw or pressed into hemp seed oil, which has an excellent and unique fatty
acid profile. Both seeds and oil are used for human food and animal feed. The
non-psychotropic Cannabinoid CBD is an interesting pharmaceutical and food
supplement also derived from industrial hemp.

The new report “The European Hemp Industry: Cultivation, processing and applications for
fibres, shivs, seeds and flowers” shows the detailed development of the European hemp
industry from the year 2010 to the year 2013. Between 1993 and 1996 the cultivation of
industrial hemp was legalised in most of the EU member states, others followed later. In 2011
the cultivation area decreased to its lowest value since 1994 (ca. 8,000 ha), but increased in
2012, 2013 and 2014, to finally reach 25,000 ha in 2015. In 2016 a further increase is
expected. The main cultivation areas are in France and The Netherlands and, as of this year,
again in Romania. In recent years, many new European countries started or expanded their
hemp cultivation, mainly for the production of hemp seeds.

Whereas fibres and shivs did not show any significant difference in volume and applications
between 2010 and 2013, the production of seeds increased by 92% and the production of
flowers and leaves by 3,000%. The flowers for CBD production gave hemp farmers a
considerable extra profit in 2013.

The report “The European Hemp Industry: Cultivation, processing and applications for fibres,
shivs, seeds and flowers” will be presented the first time at the “13th International Conference
of the European Industrial Hemp Association”, 1 - 2 June 2016, Wesseling near Cologne
(Germany), the meeting point of the hemp industry worldwide ( www.eiha-conference.org ).
More than 250 participants from 40 countries are expected.
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The full report can be downloaded for free at www.eiha.org/document/the-european-hemp-indu
stry-cultivation-processing-and-applications-for-fibres-shivs-seeds-and-flowers/
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